Infliximab for severe recurrent Crohn's disease presenting with massive gastrointestinal hemorrhage.
Severe gastrointestinal hemorrhage is an uncommon complication of Crohn's disease. Most bleeding episodes originate from colonic ulcers or ulcerated areas. The management of severe gastrointestinal bleeding in Crohn's disease is a therapeutic challenge. Several approaches including surgical resection, specific medical therapy of Crohn's disease, endoscopic treatment, or angiographic intervention have been attempted, but recurrence of bleeding is high. Monoclonal anti TNFalpha antibodies (infliximab) can induce relatively rapid mucosal healing. We report two cases of severe recurrent Crohn's disease presenting with massive lower gastrointestinal bleeding in which infliximab induced rapid mucosal healing and prevented recurrent bleeding.